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President’s Message
by Robert Jim, President

Welcome to our “New Year” issue. | would like to
take this opportunity to personally wish each and
everyone a happy 2009, and a healthy and
prosperous Year of the Ox. Since our last issue,
the global systemic crisis has created major
uncertainty in our economy, not seen since the
Great Depression of the 1930’s. It is a situation
that has touched everyone. The prognosticators
for the Year of the Ox are recommending that it
is “a time to be persistent without being pushy. A
practical down to earth approach will serve
better than elaborate strategies for many of us”.
With this apparent downturn, Sien Lok Society’s
mission and service to the City and to Calgary’s
Chinese community is as important and
relevant, as it has ever been and we will strive to
“stay the course” for the long term.

During the last few months, some events have
occurred that will help sculpt the face and
attitude of Sien Lok in the coming years. The
most important of these activities included a
series of three Visioning Sessions with the
Board, facilitated by Windchill Ha, to determine
the “road map” for the Society over the next two
years. Major concepts included maintaining
annual “core projects” such as the Chinese New
Year Banquet, Senior's Visitation, Volunteer
Appreciation, Picnic in the Park, Casino, AGM
and Social Events. In addition, “special one time
projects” (e.g. 40th Anniversary and Builders
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and Patriots 2) will continue to be introduced on a
merit-based and opportunistic basis.

Key strategies defined in the Visioning sessions
included a periodic review of the Strategic Plan on
a quarterly and annual basis; a review and update
of current project criteria; an increase in
administrative capacity through new hires or
volunteer positions (Administrator,
Communications Director); an increase in Board
capacity and strength through education and skills
development; and a commitment to increase Sien
Lok Park usership by finalizing the Master Plan
and conducting a Park Safety Audit and user
surveys to address needs.

Another major strategy that was defined in the
sessions was the updating and refining of the
current Communications Plan. The plan would
involve establishment of a new Communications
Director and Committee, to create a more
effective dialogue with our current members and
to attract new membership. Additional measures
will include the enhancement of our website and
communication materials; introduction of surveys

and focus groups to better service our
membership and the gradual increase in
bilingualism in our graphical and spoken

representations of the Society.

On a lighter note, | would like to welcome Mr. Ron
C. Lee and Ms. Winnie Ng to our Board. Ron is a
respected high school teacher in the community
and was the World Convenor for the 2005
Conoco  Phillips  World Schools Debate
Championship held in Calgary. Ron has an
extensive volunteer resume, including serving
with the Calgary Exhibition & Stampede as a
Senior Associate, Shareholder and Chairman for
developing educational programs for K-12. His
management and leadership skills will certainly be
remarkable additions to Sien Lok.

Winnie Ng is an Investment and Retirement
Planner with Royal Bank of Canada. She also has
previous experience as a Life Insurance and
Investment Agent and a Financial Advisor for
CIBC and TD Canada Trust. Her knowledge of
the Financial Services sector and her
multilingualism (English, Mandarin and
Cantonese) will be very strong assets for the
Board.

With new additions to the Board, come
unfortunately, some retirements. At this time, |
would like to thank Ms. Katey Fok, assistant
Treasurer, for her contributions over the last two
years. The Sien Lok Society would like to wish
Katey continued success in her future
endeavors.

The 40th Chinese New Year Banquet scheduled
is for Saturday, January 31, 2009 at the
Regency Palace Seafood Restaurant. If you
need more information or would like to buy
tickets, please contact Cori Louis-Smith, the
chair for this event at smithdcj@shaw.ca.

The 40™ Anniversary celebration will occur in
sometime in either May or June of this year.
Committee Chair Sharon To and Assistant Cori-
Louis Smith will be organizing this event. If you
have suggestions or would like to volunteer for
this event, please feel free to contact them.

The Builders and Patriots 2 Exhibit date has
been rescheduled to May 2010. However, the
committee continues to meet. Ron Lee is the
Committee Chair for the event and Kim Fung is
the Curator for the exhibit. Please contact them
for more information or volunteer opportunities.

As we have stated previously, the Board is
always looking for ways to improve our services
to our members and the community and that’s
why we need your help. Your suggestions and
feedback on our current or new projects is
always welcome. Please feel free to discuss
your ideas with any of our Directors or
Committee Chairs.

Chinese New Year Banquet
by Cori Louis-Smith

What a fabulous party! The Sien Lok Society's
40™ Annual Chinese New Year Banquet (Year of
the Ox) was held on January 31, 2009 at the
Regency Palace Seafood Restaurant. We had
540 guests attend this year, and as they entered
into the banquet room, they were greeted by the
Chinese God of Fortune (also known to us as
Kevin Wong). Hopefully by having him grace




our event with his presence will ensure that
everyone has a prosperous new year.

Our Special Guests for the evening included His
Honor, The Honourable Norman Kwong,
Lieutenant Governor of Alberta and Her Honour,
Mrs. Mary Kwong, The Honorable Jason
Kenney, Minister of Citizenship, Immigration and
Multiculturalism and Mr Jamie Ellerton, The
Honourable Alison Redford, Minister of Justice
and Attorney General and Mr. Glen Jermyn, The
Honourable Lindsay Blackett, Minister of Culture
and Community Spirit and Mrs. Jennifer
Blackett, MLA Wayne Cao, Deputy Speaker and
Chair of Committees, and Mrs. Kim Hoang, Liu
Hua Bo, Economic Consul from the People's
Republic of China, Hou Dan Na, Cultural Consul
from the People's Republic of China, Deputy
Mayor Druh Farrell and Mr. Tom Anderson,
Alderman Andre Chabot and Mrs. Denise
Chabot, Alderman Gord Lowe and Mrs. Jean
Lowe, Alderman Ric Mclver and Ms. Christine
Wandzura, Mrs. Tasha Giroux, Regional Vice
President, RBC and Mr. Garnet Giroux, Mr. Jim
Goodwin, Senior Partner, Cohos Evamy
Integrated Design, Mr. Thomas To, President of
Lovse Surveys Ltd. and Mr. Hugh Louis,
Commercial Radio & Sound.

For the evening’s entertainment, we had ZVD, a
quartet from the Mount Royal College
Conservatory who provided music during the
reception and the National Anthem. The Lion
Dance was performed by the Calgary Tai Chi &
Martial Arts College. Ms. Jean Hawes played
the bagpipes for the Vice Regal Salute as the
Vice Regal Party entered the banquet room. The
Jing Wah Sang Music Society gave two
performances of Chinese Opera music — one
instrumental and one with song. Mr. Chow Hung
and his daughter, Ms. Winnie Ho provided a
Calligraphy and Paining demonstration, and
graciously donated the pieces as door prizes.
Sien Lok also offered a photo booth for everyone
to take some photographic momentos. Since we
were gathered to celebrate the Year of the Ox, we
could not forget our Oxen guests. All that were
born in the Year of the Ox received a little
souvenir just before we did a Chinese countdown
to the New Year. After the Grand Door Prize
Draw for the Premier Island Grill, we then danced

the night away to the live tunes provided by the
“Diva” band.

We would like to thank our major sponsors for
making this event a great success:

Royal Bank of Canada
(Platinum level sponsor)

Cohos Evamy Integrated Design
(Silver level sponsor)

Lovse Surveys Ltd.
(Silver level sponsor)

Commercial Radio & Sound
(Bronze level sponsor)

Omni Television
(Exclusive television sponsor promoting the
event)

The Chinese New Year Banquet is also one of
our major fundraising events. This year’s raffle
sold out 300 mah-jong tile boxes in fifteen
minutes. Lucky winners received prizes that
valued from $200 - $520.

We would like to acknowledge and thank our
generous donors for the raffle and door prizes:

Raffle Prize Donors

Alberta Motor Association (Al Rosen)
Anthem Properties

Amy Dryer (Artist)

Carmoney Golf & Country Club
Fragments of Soul

Kayla's Fashions

Leno Jewellery

Pottery Unique (Wanda Ho Lem)
Tai Pan Restaurant

Ruth Butler

Sien Lok Supporter

Sunpark Spa & Wellness
Thomas To

Door Prize Donors

RBC Financial Group (Grand Door Prize)
Bestway TV and Appliances
Calgary Folk Festival




Calgary Chinese Community Services
Association (CCCSA)

Emerald Management

Gun Kan Sushi House

Mount Royal College

Mr. Chow Hung and Ms. Winnie Ho
Mr. Edmond Lee

Mr. Ray Lee

Mr. Wayne Cao, MLA

Regency Palace Seafood Restaurant
Royal Liquor Merchants

Sing Tao Newspaper

Sien Lok Supporters

Thalea Florist

Total Energy Services

Trico Developments Corporation

This event could not have been successful
without the dedicated efforts of our Sien Lok
volunteers.  Special thanks go to Carl Wu
(Volunteer Coordinator), Slava Gruszczynsky,
Anna Pham, Bonita Loke, Catherine Yong,
Dale Woo, Dan Chan, Derek Louis, Emilia
Dunphy, Gloria Law, Grace Wu, Jacqueline
Lok, Jason Chow, Jennalee Colpitts (Emcee),
Winnie Ng (Emcee), Jon Chan, Kelly Ackerl,
Lisa Woo, Kayee Wong, Marie Chiem, Judy
Ngyuen, Jessica Choy and Yin Fan.

Last but not least, we would like to acknowledge
and thank the Chinese New Year Banquet sub-
committee for their continuous support through
the years: Cori Louis-Smith, Robert Jim,
Pamella Simpson, Lisa Woo, Carl Wu, Kim
Fung, Winnie Ng and Sharon To.

Next year's Chinese New Year Banquet (Year of
the Tiger) will be held on February 20, 2010.
Please mark it on your calendar. We wish you all
the best in 2009!

Join the Sien Lok Family!
by Carl Wu

Well, the Sien Lok Society has had another
successful year. Thanks to the efforts and
contributions of all our volunteers, and the support
of all our members. As the Volunteer Director,
I've had the pleasure to work closer with all of
Sien Lok’s volunteers, and so far it’s been a blast!

The execution of our events and projects are not
possible without their invaluable help, which is
always deeply appreciated. That is why we
have the Volunteer Appreciation Event every
year — and last year's event was particularly
memorable because everyone had such a great
time participating in the fun games. It is always
so rewarding to see our volunteers laughing and
smiling, and really enjoying themselves.

Please consider volunteering for one of the Sien
Lok events or projects this year. We have many
opportunities, big and small, and every helping
hand make our events better. Our largest
project this year is the Builders and Patriots 2
Photo Exhibit, where you can help us share the
history of Calgary’s Chinatown not only to our
community, but potentially nationally and
globally as well.

We will also be having our annual Chinese New
Year Banquet, Senior’s Visitation, and the return
of Sien Lok’s Picnic-in-the-Park. All of our
volunteers will be invited to Sien Lok’s 40"
Anniversary celebration, which is combined with
the annual Volunteer and Social event.

If you or someone you know is interested in
volunteering, please contact Carl Wu via e-mail
at sienlok volunteers@hotmail.com or call (403)
874-5318.

This past year Sien Lok has welcomed many
new faces as members and wished good fortune
to old friends who have moved away. Sien
Lok’s goal is to be a bridge for all generations
and cultures, and to share and celebrate the
Chinese Canadian Heritage in Calgary.
Therefore we are always encouraging new
members to join and bring their ideas to the
table. Spread the word to any friends who is
interested in the Chinese culture -- EVERYONE
IS WELCOME! Our membership form is on
page 10 of this newsletter, or you can also
contact Carl Wu.

If you have not already renewed your
membership, please fill out the membership
form and send it back to us with your cheque
payment, and continue receiving news of what
the Sien Lok is up to.




Casino Fundraiser
by Cori Louis-Smith

Our Casino Fundraiser was held at the Cash
Casino on October 23 & 24, 2008. We had 25
volunteers that helped us to make this event a
great success. The funds raised at this event
enable Sien Lok to support various projects that
help achieve its mission to advance and preserve
Chinese Canadian Heritage. Examples of current
projects include the continuous development of
Sien Lok Park, and the upcoming Builders and
Patriots 2 Photo Exhibit on the history of
Calgary’s Chinatown.

We would like to thank all our volunteers who
assisted with this event. It is their time and efforts
that allow the continued existence of Sien Lok to
be possible.

Picnic In Our Park
by Thomas To

We are very pleased to announce the return of
the Picnic in Our Park event this year, which is
scheduled for Saturday, August 29, 2009.
Please keep a watch for further details to follow at
a later date.

40™ Anniversary Celebration
Combines with Volunteer

Appreciation and Social Event
by Sharon To, Lisa Woo and Carl Wu

This year, the Sien Lok Society of Calgary will
reach an important milestone — its 40"
Anniversary.  To commemorate this special
occasion, we will have a celebration that will be
combined with our Volunteer Appreciation and
Social Event. The event is scheduled for
sometime in May or June of this year. Details will
follow at a later date.

The 40" Anniversary Celebration and Volunteer
Appreciation Social will be a private event (by
invitation only), exclusively for our past and
present members, directors and volunteers. We
want to acknowledge and thank them for

supporting us either recently or through the
years, and for making Sien Lok what it is today —
an organization that is able to successfully carry
out its mission “Through a legacy of cooperation,
advancing and preserving Chinese Canadian
heritage by creating bridges between
generations and cultures” year after year
through our events and special projects. We will
also invite the original 1969 members (or a
family representative) who attended the National
Conference held in Calgary on April 6 — 9, 1969.

The theme for the 40™ Anniversary Celebration
will be the three R's:

Remember the past 40 years of Sien Lok’s
existence.

Reunite all past and present Sien Lok members,
directors, and volunteers.

Rejoice by celebrating Sien
Anniversary.

Lok's 40"

To guarantee that we don’t miss you on our
invitation list, please ensure that we have your
most current contact information on file. If you
know of any past Sien Lok members who have
not been in touch with us recently, please help
us out by advising Sharon To on how we can
best reach them. Also, if you happen to have
any old Sien Lok photos that we can use to
create a presentation to take us down memory
lane for the event, please contact Sharon To via
email at sharon to@shaw.ca or call

(403) 254-0118.

Builders & Patriots 2 — Call
for Participation and

Volunteers
by Kim Fung

The Sien Lok Society of Calgary is proud to
produce a 2010 photo exhibition tentatively
entitled “Builders and Patriots Il — A History of
Calgary’s Chinatown” as a sequel to its original
2005 Builders & Patriots: Portraits of
Chinese Canadians photo exhibit.

The upcoming sequel will focus on the history of
Calgary’s Chinatown from its very beginnings




and aims to inspire, educate and celebrate the
proud history of Chinese Canadians in the
Calgary area. This exhibit also appropriately
commemorates the 40" Anniversary of an historic
Calgary event — the preservation of Chinatown
from demolition in 1969.

We are looking for people willing to share their
own personal stories, recollections, and
photographs that led to the development of
Calgary’s historic Chinatown as we know it today.

Categories for the exhibition will include a history
(starting from 1885 — present) of important
buildings, a selection of businesses, and
organizations/associations. Also  included
(starting from 1885 — 1957) will be a selection of
notable residents and stories of people/families
related to any of these topics. The opening of this
new exhibit is tentatively scheduled for May 2010.

Our aim is to create an exhibition for the
community that includes researched historical
fact, but also to bring to light a collection of stories
about the real personalities and faces behind
Calgary’s Chinatown with your help. The benefits
of your involvement include:

e Participating in a meaningful and thoughtful
exhibition that will be on display for a
minimum of two weeks and which may be
commissioned to travel across Canada.

e Giving future generations a glimpse into
the historic past.

e Being honoured as contributors during the
unveiling celebration of the photo
exhibition.

If you are interested in becoming a part of this
extraordinary exhibition by contributing any
related photographs, personal recollections or
stories, please contact The Sien Lok Society of
Calgary by Friday, May 1, 2009 at (403) 874-
7572 or e-mail info@sienlok.org

We are also welcoming volunteers to assist the
Exhibitions committee with the creation of this
exhibit. This is a very exciting project to be a part
of as a volunteer, as your efforts will go towards

something that will celebrate and enlighten our
community on an important part of Calgary's

history.

Currently, the following volunteer

positions are available:

Interviewers

Meet with participating individuals or
associations and conduct interviews to
gather relevant information

Discern what information is needed from
interviewees according to Research
Guide

Ask questions of relevance and record
answers (either by taking notes or using a
tape recorder)

Acquire supporting photographs to
support stories and have them scanned
Bilingualism (English and Cantonese, or
even Toisanese) would be an asset

Scanners

Scan relevant photographs into computer
Ensure the digital image created is
complete and is of usable quality if not
excellent

Track all digital images by assigning the
appropriate file numbers, and updating
the tracking list

Assist Interviewer as needed when there
a no images to be scanned

Interview Translators

Translate the interview for unilingual
interviewers

For example, if person (s) being
interviewed only speaks Chinese, and
interviewer speaks English, an interview
translator will be needed

Logistics Assistants

Assist both the Community Outreach and
the Exhibition side with various logistical
tasks as needed. A couple examples
might be:

For the Community Outreach side,
assisting the teams with contacting




various members of the
community/organizations and help set up
meetings

e For the Exhibition side, to find out costs for
possibly needed exhibition installation
items, such as easels, paints, lights, etc.

Exhibition Translators

e Translate all written actual exhibition
content or other related documents from
English to Chinese, or vice versa

e Writing and reading fluency in both English
and Chinese are a must!

e Photo exhibit will be offered in English,
Traditional and Simplified Chinese

Exhibition Editors
e Edit all types of information(from actual
exhibition to other related documents) that
has been translated from English to
Chinese, or vice versa to ensure accuracy
e Writing and reading fluency in both English
and Chinese are a must!

If you would like more information about the
Builders and Patriots 2 project, or would like to
volunteer for any of these positions, please e-mail
Kim Fung at kopikopi@shaw.ca.

What’s Happening with Sien
Lok Park?

by Thomas To

A session for devising a Master Plan for Sien Lok
Park was held in March 2007 and was lead by
Peter Wiseman, Landscape Architect. We will
have the final draft completed and follow through
with its implementation in the early spring of 2009.
Some of the goals for the park’s use are:

e To become a central outdoor gathering
space to celebrate Chinese Cultural events
and activities.

e To be recognized as a welcoming place for
all Calgarians regardless of age, ethnicities
or beliefs.

e To reflect the contributions made by the
Chinese community to Canada and the
southern Alberta region.

e To be a park that embraces its location
adjacent to one of Calgary’s greatest
natural features, the Bow River.

Some of the current issues facing the park are:

¢ Riverfront Avenue splits the park into two
distinct pieces making it a less efficient
use of land.

e Effect of existing and proposed adjacent
high rise buildings on the Park’s use.

e Adesire to upgrade facilities such as play
ground equipment and monuments.

e Safety concerns regarding park use,
including the crossing of Riverfront
Avenue during peak traffic times.

e Integrating the park better with the current

river walk and park system.

Poor signage identification.

Sien Lok Postings
by Charles Cheun and Robert Jim

The Sien Lok Society has openings for a
Communications Director (unpaid volunteer on
the Board Executive and a part-time contract for
an Administrative Assistant. Details are as
follows:

Communications Director
(unpaid Volunteer on the Board Executive)

e Chair the Communications Planning
Committee.

e Attend monthly Sien Lok Board meetings.

e Develop and manage Sien Lok
Communications Plan designed to
promote Chinese Canadian Heritage.

e Expand Sien Lok’s name recognition and
foster relationships with media and other
organizations.

e Enhance and expand Sien Lok
communications vehicles, such as




website, newsletter, and various
brochures.

e Develop various outreach print materials,
events promotion, partnership building and
media releases.

e (Coordinate outreach communications to
Chinese Communities.

e Promote bilingual (Chinese/English)
communications and develop translation
strategy within Sien Lok to enhance
dialogue with the Chinese community.

e Devise a communications budget for board
approval.

Administrative Assistant

Help Wanted:
Administrative Assistant to the Sien Lok Society
of Calgary

Terms of Employment:

Part-time, consultant position, approximately 20
hours/week, with attendance at Board Meetings
required, once a month from 6:00-9:00 p.m. Some
weekend work for special functions may be
required.

Salary:
$20,000/year
include 3 month probation period

Start Date:
As soon as possible.

Location:
Work from home until organization has
established a permanent office location.

Education:
High school diploma

Experience:
Previous administration experience is an asset.

Languages:

Fluency in English, with knowledge of written
and spoken Chinese, either Mandarin or
Cantonese, is a definite asset.

Management Skills: Reading, writing and
editing text, general book keeping, oral
communication and collaboration skills working
in a team environment, problem solving,
decision making, task planning and
organizational skills.

Technical and Computer Skills: General
office equipment use, computer application
software including Microsoft Windows, electronic
mail, electronic scheduler, word processing,
spreadsheet, database, Internet browser; typing
proficiency of 60 words per minute.

General Job Task Outline:

— Report to the President of the Society.

— Answer, screen and forward telephone calls.

— Schedule and confirm appointments.

— Perform general clerical duties including
dictation and preparation of meeting minutes.

— General book keeping.

— Obtain price quotations for project tasks.

— Pick up mail from post office box.

— Translate documents (English to Chinese or
vice versa).

— Prepare newsletters (English & Chinese).

— Update membership database.

— Provide general assistance to sub-committee
work and/or special projects.

Contact Information: website: www.sienlok.org
email: info@sienlok.org




Special Announcements
by Sharon To

The Sien Lok Society would like to congratulate
Carl Wu, (Sien Lok Director of Membership and
Volunteers) and Anna Pham on their engagement
on September 12, 2008. Wedding bells will ring
for them sometime in August of 2009.
Wishes to Carl and Anna!

Best

Anna Pham ad Carl Wu

Upcoming Events

Please be sure to mark your calendars for the
following Sien Lok events planned for 2009. More
details for some of the events will be announced
through e-mail notices, regular post, phone or in
later issues of the newsletter.

Sien Lok 40" Anniversary Celebration and
Volunteer Appreciation Social Event
e TBA

Picnic In Our Park
e Saturday, August 29, 2009
e Sien Lok Park, Riverfront Avenue & 1%
Street S.W.
[ ]
Builders and Patriots 2 Photo Exhibit
e May 2010

Call for Suggestions

Please let us know if you would like something
specific included in Sien Lok's quarterly
newsletter. This newsletter is intended to keep
the membership up-to-date on events and
activities and provide opportunities  for
involvement. Contact us by phone, e-mail, or
regular post.

Sien Lok Society of Calgary

PO Box 20150, RPO Bow Valley
Calgary, AB, T2P 4K3

Telephone: (403) 874-SLSC (7572)
Email: info@sienlok.org

Website: www.sienlok.org

Please advise Sien Lok Society if you have a
change of address, telephone number, cell
phone number, or email address. This will
ensure Sien Lok’s ability to maintain
communication with its members.

Talent Search
by Sharon To

Since we are always looking for family friendly
entertainment for our various events, we thought
we would give the opportunity to our members to
share their talents. If you have any hidden
talents that you would like to showcase (such as
musical, artistry, etc.), please let us know. After
all, you have been a great supporter of Sien Lok
Society and we would like to help you hone your
interests and let you take center stage!




Sien Lok4 Society

info@sienlok.org (403) 874-7572

Volunteer/Membership Form
Send form and cheque to:
Sien Lok Society

PO Box 20150

RPO Bow Valley

Calgary, AB T2P 4K3

$ 5.00 Annual Single Membership
$15.00 Annual Family Membership

[J New Membership

[ Renewing Member

Date:

First Name

Last Name

Address

City

Province

Postal Code

Method of Payment:

[0 cash [ visSA [ Cheque

[ Single Membership

[J Family Membership
Names of Family members:

| would like to volunteer for the following:

[] casino

Chinese New Year Banquet
Communications

Creative Writer

Picnic In Our Park

Seniors Visitation

Sien Lok Park Beautification Project

Social Club

O O O0do06o00d04dnd

Special Projects

Comments:

Phone (Home)

Phone (Bus)

Phone (Cell)

E-mail

Membership card #
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