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President’s Message
By Thomas To, President

Spring has finally arrived! Now we will experience
longer days, greener grass, a change in clothing
and hopefully, seeing our friends and family more
often. More importantly, we will be in a much
happier mood! Goodbye to the snow shoveling and
3 cheers for fresh air and clean streets!

Sien Lok hosted our 38" Annual Chinese New Year
Banquet (Year of the Boar) on February 24, 2007 at
the Regency Seafood Restaurant. | would like to
extend my special thanks to the Banquet Committee
consisting of Cori Louis-Smith (Chair), Charles
Cheun, Katey Fok, Pamella Fearon, Robert Jim,
Sharon To and Lisa Woo. Please read Cori Louis-
Smith’s report on this successful event.

Since our last newsletter, many of our Directors
have attended events in which we support various
organizations and associations in the community.
These events included the Calgary Police Service
Banquet, the HKCBA (Hong Kong Canadian
Business Association) Banquet, the University of
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Calgary Chinese Speech Contest, CCCSA
(Calgary Chinese Community Services
Association) Shall We Dance fundraising event
and the Wing Kei Care Centre fundraising event.
In addition, we were pleased to attend the Gala
banquet to celebrate the appointment of Ray Lee,
SLSC Director Emeritus, as a Citizenship Judge.

Other directors also attended the banquet for Ralph
Klein that was hosted by the Calgary Chinese
Community on March 23, 2007. Sien Lok Society
members helped in the organization of this event.
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Ralph Klein and Emcee Edmond Lee

The Board of the Sien Lok Society would like to wish
everyone a happy and prosperous New Year. Please
note the upcoming events located on Page 9 of this
newsletter...enjoy the weather!

Chinese New Year Banquet
By Cori Louis-Smith

This year’s event was held at the Regency Seafood
Restaurant on February 24, 2007. Special guests for
the evening included: Your Honour, Norman
Kwong (Lieutenant Governor of Alberta), Her
Honour, Mary Kwong, Mr. Andrew McNair (RBC
Financial Group), MLA Harvey Cenaiko and Sherry
Cenaiko, MLA Gary Mar and Nancy Mar, MLA Neil
Brown, Deputy Consul General Dong of the
People’s Republic of China and Mrs. Dong,
Alderman Craig Burrows and Danielle Remillard,
Alderman Barry Erskine and Robin Erskine,
Alderman Druh Farrell and Tom Anderson and
Alderman Gord Lowe.

Organizing Committee - Sien Lok Society 38"

Annual Chinese New Year’s Banquet

Left to right: Cori Louis-Smith (Chair), Robert Jim, Wendy Kit Tsui,
Pamella Fearon, Your Honour, Norman Kwong (Lieutenant Governor of
Alberta) Sharon To, Thomas To, Her Honour, Mrs. Mary Kwong, Allen
Wong, Katie Fok, Kim Fung and Charles Cheun. (Missing Lisa Woo0)

We would like to give our special thanks to our
sponsors for the event: RBC Financial Group
(Lead Sponsor), Commercial Radio and Sound
Ltd., Cohos Evamy Integratedesign, Lovse
Surveys Ltd. and Regency Palace Seafood
Restaurant. Our event would not be possible
without their generous support. The evening's
entertainment included a Lion Dance by Jing Wo
Martial Arts and Athletics and singers: Shana
Yang, Jay Cai and Joe Liu. Many of the guests
danced to the music of Fine Line Band until the
wee hours of the night. We hope that everyone had
a great time.

Jing Wo Martial Arts and Athletics




The Scholarship Awards are one way that Sien Lok
supports students. Sien Lok provides financial
support to students who have “promoted the
preservation of Chinese culture or volunteered in
cultural or community organizations”. This year we
were honoured to present scholarships to Meagan
Veale of Mount Royal College, Zenglin Liu of
S.A.LT. and Shazia Rahmani from the Calgary
Bridge Foundation for Youth. Congratulations to
these recipients for their contributions to the
community. We would like to wish them great
success in their studies!

The silent auction was back again this year. We
would like to thank those who donated to the silent
auction or door prizes. The donors included:

Anonymous Donors

AMA — Alberta Motor Association
Calgary Exhibition and Stampede
Calgary Hitmen Hockey Club
Consulate General of the People’s Republic of
China

Country Hills Golf and Country Club
Edmond Lee

Fabutan Car Wash

Fortune Car Wash

Gary Mar, MLA

Harvey Cenaiko, MLA

Henrys’ Jewellers

Lambda Groceries

Pennylane Entertainment

Pottery Unique

Purdy’s Chocolate

Robert Jim

Roughnecks Lacrosse Club
Royal Liquor Merchants

Sandy Kwong

Scotiabank

Stage West Theatre Restaurants
Sunnyside Home & Garden
Sunterra Market

Theatre Calgary

Thomas To

Wayne Cao, MLA

YMCA Eau Claire

Yuk Yuk’'s West Inc.

In addition, | would like to thank our Directors and
the over 50 volunteers for their hard work and
dedication in the staging of this event.
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Our Volunteers at the Sien Lok Society 38" Annual
Chinese New Year's Banquet

Souvenir photographs of this year’'s event, taken by
Anthony See-To and Terrance Fok are available
on our website at www.sienlok.org.

Though another year has passed, it is time to mark
next year's banquet date on your calendars,
February 16, 2008, to mark the Year of the Rat.

Board of Directors at the Sien Lok Society 38" Annual

Chinese New Year's Banquet

Left to right: Allen Wong, Cori Louis-Smith, Edmond Lee, Mary Yuen-
Sears, Sharon To, Robert Jim, Sandy Kwong, Katie Fok, Ray Lee, Kim
Fung, Carl Wu and Thomas To (Missing: Wendy Kit-Tsui, Eileen Tam,
Kayee Wong, Kevin Wong and Lisa Wo00).

Senior’s Visitation
By Cori Louis-Smith

This year’'s Annual Senior’s Visitation will be held on
Sunday June 10, 2007. Every year, Sien Lok Society
visits Asian seniors who currently reside in nursing
homes throughout Calgary. These seniors often feel
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isolated in an environment where there are often no
Chinese-speaking residents or staff. To help combat
this problem of isolation, our volunteers bring food
(fruit baskets), lots of goodwill and cheer. The
senior's appreciate the contact with visitors and the
volunteers feel that they are connecting with their
community. All in all, it is a win-win situation for
everyone.

This is a very rewarding and fun event. On that note,
we are starting to recruit volunteers who can speak
Chinese as well as others who can drop off the fruit
basket and spend some quality time with the seniors.
Volunteers will be organized in groups of two or
three, typically with at least one Chinese- speaking
individual. Volunteers are to meet (place TBD) at
9:30 A.M. sharp. If you are interested in
volunteering, please contact Cori Louis-Smith at 256-
5687 or smithdcj@shaw.ca.

Volunteer Appreciation/

Social Event
By Wendy Kit Tsui

Sien Lok Society will be hosting a volunteer
appreciation and social gathering on June 24, 2007
to give a great big thank you to all the volunteers
who have helped us this past year. It is also an
occasion to reconnect with old friends and to meet
new ones as well. We appreciate all your efforts
during the year and would like to throw a party in
your honour. Please don’t miss it! We will be moving
the date to June because of the nicer weather. Last
year, we held a fun money casino at Canada
Olympic Park that included an incredible buffet and
lots of door prizes. Please watch out for more details
on this fun event.

Call for Volunteers
By Wendy Kit Tsui

If you want to volunteer for one of our upcoming
events Fundraising Casino — May 15 & 16. Please
contact Cori Louis-Smith at 256-5687 or
smithdcj@shaw.ca. This event has historically been
one of the most fun events of the year to volunteer
for. Please call us soon so that you wouldn’t miss out
on the fun.

Southern Alberta Chinese

Canadian Oral History Project
By Ray Lee

The Project

This Southern Alberta Chinese Canadian Oral
History project is in partnership with The University
of Calgary Information Services and Simon Fraser
University Library Services. Len Lee and Jasmin
Poon are managers and videographers of the
project.

The Sien Lok Society has continually focused on
initiatives that advance and preserve Chinese
Canadian culture and heritage. Consequently, this
project was seen as an important legacy project and
granted funding by the Society in 2005. The Society
has supported similar ventures in the past including
the need to safeguard the Calgary's Chinatown and
the development of Sien Lok Park.

The project funds video interviews with Chinese
Canadians about their family history including their
immigration to Canada. The current focus is primarily
on early Chinese immigrants, who arrived in the late
1800's to early 1900's. These immigrants would have
been charged the Chinese head tax during the years
from 1885 - 1923. Because many of those
immigrants have since departed, we have been
interviewing their dependants or immediate
descendants.

Purpose

The purpose of the project is to preserve the history
of early Chinese immigration and settlement to
Canada in an oral, video format. Each stand-alone
interview will be accessible on the internet for
researchers and anyone else who is interested in
early Chinese Canadian immigration history.
Because these interviews are captured on the World
Wide Web, a very large audience can be reached.

History

1885 - 1923: Federal government implements head
tax to Chinese immigrants, ranging from $50 to $500
per person.

July 1, 1923: Chinese Immigration Act, notoriously,
also known as the Chinese Exclusion Act went into
effect allowing only Chinese merchants to immigrate.
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The Exclusion Act in essence, separates family
members who are living in Canada or China.

May 17, 1947: Repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act.
Chinese are allowed to immigrate to Canada as
independent immigrants, ending overt racial
discrimination.

October 8, 1971: Federal Multiculturalism policy
adopted. It was the first official multicultural policy to
be adopted in the world.

Oral History Candidates

An invaluable part of our heritage is the oral
recollections of our elders. In southern Alberta, our
primary focus will be on conducting video interviews
with elders in the Chinese Canadian community.
Here is a general description of those candidates
that we would like to interview.

e Those who have experienced or have memory of
events such as the Head Tax (1885 - 1923) and
the Chinese Exclusion Act (1923 - 1947).

e Those who were typically born in Canada before
1947 or immigrated before 1947.

e Those who are a survivor, spouse or descendent
of a Head Tax Payer.

e Those who have memories of their parents or
grandparents early experiences of immigrating to
Canada.

e Those who have photos, documents or
memorabilia from the above and can relate
stories of their value in history.

If you know of anyone who would be interested in
being interviewed, please contact Leonard Lee 809-
3711 or Jasmin Poon 605-5603. Alternatively, they
can be reached by email at
chinese_canadian_history@telus.net.

Completed Oral Histories

Currently, the following individuals have been
interviewed: Alice Louis-Byne, David Poon, Doug
Lee, Jim Wong, Larry Kwong, Mary Mah, Paul
Dofoo, Stan Fong, Susie Woo-Dixon, Theresa
Louie and William Lee. You can listen to their
fascinating stories on the Multi-cultural Alberta
website: www.ourfutureourpast.ca/multiab/chinese.html.

Special Announcements
By Sharon To

Births

We are very pleased to announce the birth of
Madison Fung, born February 26, 2007. Madison
weighed a spritely, 6 Ibs 1 ounce at birth. Baby and
proud parents, Kim (Director) and Steve Fung, are
doing well. Rumour has it that Kim enjoyed the
Chinese New Year Banquet so much that the baby
was dying to know what all the fuss was about.
Consequently, Baby Stork obliged and delivered
beautiful Madison via express courier, only two days
later. And yes, it was via special delivery! We should
state that precious little Madison was 5 weeks ahead
of schedule!

We hear that Madison is doing well. ...Better than
Kim and Steve who are doing the tri-cycle! Feeding
...diaper change ...feeding diaper change
...Feeding...diaper change. It never ends. Enjoy
your child while she is small, as they grow up so very
fast. Everyone at Sien Lok wants to extend their very
warmest wishes to all three of you!

Engagement

We would like to announce the engagement of
Pamella Fearon (Past Vice President of Sien Lok
Society) and Robert Simpson. Pamella and Robert
have been active supporters of Sien Lok for many
years. We would like to offer our congratulations to
the  wonderful

couple and their families.

e

Robert Simpson and Pamela Fearon




What’s Happening with Sien

Lok Park?
By Robert Jim

Sien Lok Park Master Plan

The Parks Committee held a Master Plan Workshop
on March 14, 2007 to review concepts that were
presented by Landscape Architect Peter Wiseman.
The event was held at the new downtown offices of
Cohos Evamy Integratedesign. Sixteen people
were in attendance.

The first part of the workshop focused on the goals
for the Park. The concepts discussed ranged from
the park as a central outdoor gathering place, a
place for all ages and ethnicities, a reflection of the
contribution that the Chinese have made to the city,
and a location that embraces the Bow River.

The next part of the discussion examined the urban
issues that affect the Park. Some of the many issues
covered was the fact that Riverside Avenue splits the
park into two, concealed spaces and public safety,
shadow casting by tall buildings, limited visual
connection between the Park and Centre Street,
planting clutter, segregation from the Bow River,
poor turf quality and the need to upgrade existing
facilities.

Mr. Wiseman also enquired about the appropriate
imagery for the Park. Should there be traditional or
modern elements located within the Park? It was
generally acknowledged by the group that there
should be a combination of both.

The final part of the discussion revolved around what
site-specific strategies should be adopted to achieve
the goals of the Sien Lok Society and more
importantly, the Calgary community at large.

After these discussions, two breakout groups
formulated what additional improvements should be
made to the Park over the short and long term. The
groups reformed, after some quick brainstorming.
From these deliberations, it was clear that a strategic
direction needed to be formulated by the Sien Lok
Society so that the Master Plan process could move
forward.
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Consequently, it was decided that a subcommittee
should be established to make a recommendation on
the appropriate strategic direction for the Park. After
the meeting, Ray Lee, Thomas To, Edmond Lee,
Kevin Wong and Robert Jim volunteered to be on
this sub-committee. This committee will convene and
provide recommendations to the Board before the
Master Plan is advanced.

Banners in the Park

The City of Calgary is currently working on erecting
these banners sometime before the summer. The
Parks Committee is in constant contact with the City
to review the status of this work. Please stay tuned
for further information on this topic.

Repainting of the Pagoda

Carl Wu will be contacting painting contractors in the
near future to discuss the costs of repairing and
repainting of the existing Pagoda. It is hoped that this
work will be completed by the end of the summer.

Master Plan Workshop

Left to right: Thomas To, Kevin Wong, Wendy Kit-Tsui, Edmond Lee Carl
Wu, James Maxim, Mary Yuen-Sears, Annie Louis, Sharon To, Robert
Jim, Joanne Woo, Ray Lee, Hugh Louis, Philip Slen. Missing from
picture: Lisa Woo, Peter Wiseman.

Website

To learn more about the Sien Lok Society of Calgary,
please view our website at www.sienlok.org.
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8 Questions: Windchill Ha
(Past Sien Lok Director)

Q:
A:

How did you learn about Sien Lok?

Through my friend Alvin Wang who was already
on the board...way back when | was still in
University.

When did you become a Director?

Hmmmm....that was a long time ago...and my
position was Secretary at the time...I think it was
either 1993 or 1994.

What motivated you to get involved?
At first it was my friend Alvin...and the fact that
SLSC had sponsored Scout Troop 229.

What events/projects had you been involved
with?

It has been so long not sure | remember it
all...and many of these projects numerous years
in a row:

e Leader for Chinatown Scout Troop 229

o Founder & leader of Sien Lok Scout Troop
283

o Facilitated SLSC strategic planning exercise

e Facilitated SLSC vision/mission, re-purposing
& decision making matrix.
Facilitated SLSC historical scanning exercise.

o Co-coordinated SLSC scout troop dragon
boat

e SLSC Parks Phase 1 and 2

¢ Millennium Foundation Wall of Names
Monument

e Designed & created original SLSC website

Designed & created SLSC marketing

materials & branding

Original SLSC communications plan

Revived SLSC newsletter

Revived SLSC social club

Revived SLSC volunteer recruitment,

coordinator & appreciation event planning

SLSC Picnic in the park

SLSC Chinese New Year Banquet

SLSC Seniors Visitations

Builders & Patriots Exhibit

Asian Heritage Month

Historical Tombstone

>0

>0

>0

Are there many changes in Sien Lok when you
became a Director and now?

. Oh definitely...the whole board has changed

and become much more vital and energetic
now. Dreaming & visioning bigger and beyond
Chinatown’s boundaries to larger issues. They
are more organized and drawing a younger
professional membership. Definitely, there is a
more of a positive future now than ever before.

How long have you been a Director?

1994-2005 Director in some capacity or another,
And served as a Communications Consultant in
2005-2006.

What would you like to see in Sien Lok in the
future?

More broad ranging projects & initiatives
relevant to our vision & mission. Provide a larger
voice in bridging mainstream & Chinese
community. Attract a larger membership.

It's been a lot of hard work and heart involved in
Sien Lok. | believe in this organization more
than | have in any other, to have put in so much
of my life into it since my University years. I've
never been with any other organization longer. |
am proud to have had a hand in shaping Sien
Lok’s present and its future. | hope that my own
kids will have a chance to be involved when they
grow up a bit too. And | am always happy to
come back as a Communications Consultant for
specific projects as they arise. When the kids
get older, | may once again participate on the
board.

What have you been doing since you left Sien
Lok?
Raising the next generation of SL members. ©

How did you learn about Sien Lok?
Through my wife, Windchill, a SLSC director at
the time.

What motivated you to get involved?

Windchill made me. Just kidding. After
transitioning from the Bridge Foundation for
Youth and the CCSA, | was looking for another
venue to volunteer.
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Q:
A

: Chinese New Year Banquet, Senior’s Visitations,

8 Questions: William Mah
(Past Sien Lok Director)

Q:

When did you become a Director and how long
were you a Director?

: 1995 and for 8 years.

What events/projects had you been involved
with?

Social Committee, AGM, Vision/Mission
Statement Planning, Picnic in  Our Park,
Volunteer Appreciation night and the Dragon
Boat Race.

Are there many changes in Sien Lok when you
became Director and now?

A: Yes. Before it was difficult to get things done as

the “old guard’ wouldn’t approve much and left
much of the grunt works to the younger
generation, such as us. When | was on the
Board, it was full of progressive younger
individuals who actually did things and it became
fun to go to meetings, as many of us are still
friends to this date.

Q: What would you like to see in Sien Lok in the

future?

A: A constant recruiting of younger people with a

vision, enthusiasm and commitment to uphold
the original mandate of Sien Lok, which is about
preserving and educating new generations about
Chinese history in Canada.

Q: What have you been doing since you left the

board of Sien Lok Society?

A: Making Babies. Starting up two successful

businesses and enjoying married life with my wife
and soon to be two children in July.

Q: Is there anything you would like to say to the

SLSC membership?

A: Sien Lok Society is a great organization that

opened my eyes to a lot of the hardships that my
ancestors faced coming to Canada, as well as
seeing the joy that Sien Lok brings to all those
people that it touches through scholarships,
senior visitations etc.

It is an organization that is devoted to trying to
help out people in all walks of life through simple
things such as preserving green space in
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downtown Calgary. | worked in the downtown for
10 years and roller-bladed daily through the park.
It was nice to see people and families enjoying
the park and taking time to relax there.

One thing remains true though. The friendships
that have developed through my participation
with Sien Lok are long lasting. Although many
years have passed since | have been on the
Board, | still continue to go to Sien Lok functions
as well as keep in contact with my friends there.

Windchill, Maddox and William

Editors Note:

Windchill and William are very dedicated past
Directors who have volunteered their precious
time to the Sien Lok Society. We are very
honored and proud to have them as Life Long
Members and friends. We hope that their children
and their children’s children can follow in their
parent’s footsteps.




Upcoming Events

Please be sure to mark your calendars for the
following Sien Lok events planned for 2007. We are
currently working out the details for some of these
events. Stay tuned for updated information.

Casino Event

e Tuesday, May 15 and Wednesday, May 16, 2007
at Cash Casino, located at 4040 B Blackfoot Trail
S.E.

Senior’s Visitation
e Sunday, June 10, 2007

Volunteer Appreciation and Social Event
e Sunday, June 24, 2007

Picnic In Our Park

e Saturday, September 15, 2007

¢ Open to the Public from 11:00 - 2:00

e Sien Lok Park, located on the corner of 1 Street
and Riverfront Street, S.W.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
¢ Wednesday, October 24, 2007

Stay in Contact

If you are a currently member, you will receive the
guarterly newsletter by email at no charge. This
newsletter is intended to keep the membership up-
to-date on events and activities and provide them
with opportunities for involvement. Starting this
month, we will be mailing out our newsletters only to
those who do not have an email address. We believe
that this is a small initiative to keep our costs down
and be more “green”.

Please advise us if you have a change of address,
telephone number, cell phone number, or email
address. This will ensure that you will continue to
receive information on activities and events. You can
contact us at:

The Sien Lok Society of Calgary
PO Box 20150, RPO Bow Valley
Calgary, AB, T2P 4K3

Telephone: (403) 874-SLSC (7572)
Email: info@sienlok.org
Website: www.sienlok.org
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$1,500/bench

NAME A BENCH!

. Send us your submission to
Msponsor a bench within the
&gmt of Sien Lok Park,

A Plaque will be inscribed & placed on
top of the bench in Sien Lok Park.

A Tax Deductible Receipt will be issued for this purpose.

INTERESTED APPLICANT piease fill in your submission -
NAME:

PHOME {homs}: workl:

Addrass:

Banch (row many):

Tax Deductible Receipt Reguired: Yes _ HNe

The followings are some samples for your review.
The plagque is 12" x 3" and will be engraved in
bronze lettering. Inferested parties please

contact for more
infarmation.
Daicobed 10: ||
| Frenk and Jenny Lung In recognition and appiecialioen | .
| =

| of theif suppart 1o the Chinese Community

|
With Lowe from thsls Famdiy I.|

Membership

Membership to Sien Lok is open to anyone
interested in promoting or preserving Chinese
Canadian culture regardless of ethnicity, language,
age or profession.

Generally, the majority of members are second or
third generation Chinese Canadians that share a
unique viewpoint of appreciating both heritages as
well as an ever-growing membership of non-
Chinese.
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info@sienlok.org (403) 874-7572

Volunteer/Membership Sign-up
(Oct 2006 — Oct 2007)

Send form and cheque to:
Sien Lok Society

PO Box 20150

RPO Bow Valley

Calgary, AB T2P 4K3

$5.00 Annual Single Membership
$15.00 Annual Family Membership

First Name

Last Name

Address

City Postal Code

Business Tel

Home Tel

Cell Tel

E-mail
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Method of Payment:
Cash VISA Cheque
This sign up is for a single member

Family members

Additional family members:

| would like to volunteer for:

Chinese New Year Banquet

Casino

Communications

Creative Writer

Seniors Visitation

Social Club

Park Beautification

Picnic in Our Park

Social Club

Special Projects

Comments:




